
Public Notice
 

Civil Projects Branch Public Notice Date: September 12, 2002
P.O. Box 3755 Expiration Date: October 12, 2002
Seattle, WA 98124-3755 Reference: CENWS-PL-02-03
ATTN: Timothy Shaw (PM-CP) Name: Willapa River Section 1135

Estuarine Habitat Restoration

Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle
District (Corps) plans to perform habitat restoration work on 400 acres of diked pasture
land adjacent to the Willapa River near South Bend, Pacific County, Washington. The
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is the non-Federal sponsor of the
Corps project. Cooperating agencies funding other elements of the project include the
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) and Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT). The proposed project is described below and shown on the
enclosed drawings. The purpose of this Public Notice is to solicit comments from
interested persons, groups, and agencies.

LOCATION
The project area is located on the left bank of the Willapa River approximately one mile
downstream of the City of South Bend in Pacific County, Washington (T14N R09W
Sections 17, 18, 19, and 20).

PURPOSE AND PROJECT OBJECTIVE
During the late 1960s and early 1970s, the Corps disposed of dredged material in diked
intertidal mudflat and wetland habitat adjacent to the Federal Willapa River Navigation
Channel. As a result, several hundred acres of productive estuarine habitat were lost.
This reduction in the area and diversity of estuarine habitats has impacted Willapa
Bay’s capacity to support the variety of fish, bird, and shellfish species that were
historically abundant. The purpose of this habitat restoration project is to partially offset
the loss of intertidal estuarine habitat caused by past Corps dredged material disposal
practices.

This project would restore off-channel rearing and refuge habitat for juvenile Chinook,
chum, and coho salmon, as well as cutthroat trout and other native fish species. The
project would also re-establish almost 400 acres of salt marsh, and provide habitat for
migratory birds.

AUTHORITY
Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (Public Law 99-662, as
amended) allows the Corps of Engineers to modify the structure or operation of a Corps
project to restore fish and wildlife habitat. The proposed work would replace some of



the habitat lost when dredged material was placed in intertidal wetlands as part of the
Seattle District’s Willapa River and Harbor Project.

PROPOSED PROJECT
The proposed project would restore tidal inundation to an area which has been diked
for the past 90 years. This would occur by removing approximately 10,000 linear feet of
dikes. The dike material would be used to backfill the borrow ditches adjacent to the
dikes. Farm drainage ditches and borrow ditches along US 101 would also be filled.
Remnant tidal channels would be excavated to restore natural tidal hydrology. Two
cross dikes would be constructed to prevent tidal inundation of neighboring properties.
Most of the earthwork would occur in the dry, prior to dike removal. Steps would be
taken to control of the nuisance marsh grass Spartina on the project property after the
dike is removed.

A highway pull-off may be constructed on an existing elevated pad within the project
footprint. If built, the pull-out would provide access and parking for school buses and
other vehicles. The pull-out would also provide access for educational and recreational
opportunities, so interpretive displays would be installed.

The WSDOT is planning to raise the portion of US 101 on the project site in order to
prevent the highway from flooding once the dike is removed. The NRCS would provide
funding to WSDOT for the construction of a bridge to allow tides to flow through the
road embankment. The NRCS would also make freshwater waterfowl habitat
improvements on 22 acres at the downstream end of the project area.

The project would be constructed over the course of two summers, 2003 and 2004.

MITIGATION
The project is considered self-mitigating.

ENDANGERED SPECIES
The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, requires assessment of potential
impacts to listed and proposed species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
identified federally listed and proposed species which may occur in the project vicinity.
Included on this list were three species listed as threatened, the bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus), marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus marmoratus), northern
spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina), and one proposed species, coastal cutthroat
trout (Oncorhynchus clarki clarki). Since the USFWS list was received, USFWS has
determined that coastal cutthroat trout are not warranted for listing under the Act.

After receipt of comments from this public notice, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
evaluate the potential impacts to the listed species. A preliminary determination has
been made that the proposed work may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect
threatened species, or their critical habitat, under the jurisdiction of USFWS. The
project is expected to have no effect on marine mammal and sea turtle species under
the jurisdiction of the National Marine Fisheries Service.



CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES
The District Engineer has reviewed the latest published version of the National Register
of Historic Places, lists of properties determined eligible, and other sources of
information. The following is current knowledge of the presence or absence of historic
properties and the effects of the undertaking upon these properties:

Known historic properties occur in the vicinity of the proposed project.
Because of its location in the landscape (i.e., adjacent to a river),
there is a high likelihood that unknown historic properties occur in the
project area. An historic properties investigation will be conducted
during project review.

The District Engineer invites responses to this Public Notice from Federal, State and
local agencies, historical and archeological societies, Indian tribes and other parties
likely to have knowledge of or concerns with historic properties in the area.

PUBLIC HEARING
Any person may request, in writing and within the comment period specified in this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this proposal. Requests for public
hearings shall state, with particularity, the reason for holding a public hearing.

EVALUATION
The decision whether to perform the proposed work will be based on an evaluation of
the probable impact, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered,
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership,
and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District is soliciting comments from the
public; Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian tribes; and other
interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this activity. Any
comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether
to modify, condition, or not proceed with the proposed work. To make this decision,
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties,
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to
determine the overall public interest of the activity.

The evaluation of the activity on the public interest will include application of the
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under
authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act. This evaluation will include an
alternatives analysis.



ADDITIONAL EVALUATION
The State of Washington will review this work for consistency with the approved
Washington Coastal Zone Management Program. A coastal zone consistency
statement will be prepared and submitted to the Department of Ecology. A preliminary
determination has been made that the proposed maintenance work is consistent to the
maximum extent practicable with the enforceable policies of the State of Washington
Coastal Zone Management Program.

A Section 401 water quality certification is requested from the State of Washington.

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, an Environmental Assessment will
be prepared based on responses to this Public Notice. Once complete, the
Environment Assessment (EA) will be posted and available on the Seattle District web
site at: <http://www.nws.usace.army.mil/ers/envirdocs.html>. A preliminary
determination has been made that the proposed maintenance work will not significantly
affect the quality of the human environment and, therefore, an Environmental Impact
Statement is not required.

COMMENT AND REVIEW PERIOD
Comments on these factors will be accepted, made part of the record, and will be
considered in determining whether it would be in the best public interest to proceed with
the proposed project. Comments should reach this office, Attn: Civil Projects Branch,
not later than the expiration date of this public notice to ensure consideration.

Requests for additional information should be directed to Timothy Shaw, Project
Manager, at (206) 764-6978 or Aimee Kinney, Environmental Coordinator, at (206)
764-3634.

Timothy Shaw
Project Manager
Civil Projects Branch














